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'l‘l’ be forewarned is nol niways to”he
prepured, i eonipudiction of the
Hewith boards and ndivid

from  [nst

unvient adage.
usl physicians cerfuinly knew
senson that there would be a recorrence
of the dread mfluenza, whieh in that vear
ook so fatal a wll. But desp us bad been
the study into the esuses und e,
more this eountry has pussed through the
borrors of an epidemic,

Dr. Simon Fiexuner, iond of the Hecke
vller Ingtitute, the purpose of which is
investigation into the physical ills of wan-
kind, makes the stutement that the world
must make & mighty scientifie effort it it
nopes to rd itself of this great seourge.

The ecelebrated scientist las & concrete,
progressive suggestion lo wdvapee. Ip s
thul a seareh must be made for the souree
of the contagion fo be followed by a great
rooperative effort awong all menkind to
strike n blow at the hesrt of the disense
monster.

“Regarding epidemic disease in general,”
Dr, Flexner says, “we are wont to sssume
the introduction from without and usually
from & distant loeality of a speeial kind or
race of miero-organism which 15 held di-
rectly responsible for the ensning epidemic.

“In the instance of the epidemic of pnet-
monia no sach importation or new intro-
duction of the ineiting streptocnecus needs
or actpully is, nssumed. Ii is 8o
probable as to amonnt to practical cer-
tninty that the exeis=ively virulent strep-
toroecns hermolvtiens wis developed by a
seleciion, through suecessive
transier from persoo (o person and by
=ritioul eniargement of ils invasive prop-
Tl es,

“We nre on safe ground when we assume
thit it leaves the respuratory organs of one
person o be mtroduced on the eorrespond-
mg orguns of other persons and in no other
munner.

Emphasizes the Warnings.

Thar statement from this eminent man
vimphasizes every warning of the health
iithorities against contact of the aninfeeted
with a sufferer, and implies 8 waming
whivh cannot be oo generally understood
howll. He considers influenza separately
(rnn pnenmonia, admitting that wide dif
vienees of opinion prevail with regard {0
the manver of its spread and the natare of
s MisTo-OrganiEm, saying:

“Whitle other epidemnies procesd from had
Woworse, mfivenza seems fo overwhelm
rmmunities over even wide streteles of
“onntry as by a single, stupendons hlow.
While in penumonia the gradually aecel-
ieruted rate of extension may be taken to
indicate personal convevanee, in the ease
o influenza the sudden wide onset appears
the very negation of sueh 8 proessa.

“Henee the revival of the notion of mys-
terious influenees to aeeount for the phe-
nomenon. This s very far from being a
Matter of remote importance only, sinee in
e end the sueeessful imposition of sani-
lary regilations involves wide aooperation,
wnd until the majority of individnals eom-
posing n cominunity is bromght to a fair
tvel of understanding of and belief in the
Miasnres proposed, serious and sastained
«ideuvor to enforee them is searcely to be
vapeeted, ‘

“No better instance of a eommunieable
direuse could perlaps be invoked to exor-
s Ihe false iden of the mysierions origin

I emdemies. To dwell solely on the sud-
'en and overwhelning stroke of the disense
= wholly to overlook the signifieant inci-
dents that precede the infeetion hecause
ey lack dramatie quality. Detailed nee-
crds show convineingly a period of inva
100 during whiel there is a gradual rise in

w nnmber of eases to enlminate in a wide-
vread, so-ealled ‘expldsive’ ontbreak,

W g than the wrly emeee of epi-

anece

to be,

process of

demie mituenm ténd not to he severe, ehief
Iv because they rarely are attended by
pneumonia and hence are frequentlty mis-
tuken, and the confusion of disgnosis 1 re-
solved only when the full intensity of the
epidemie is realized. In the meantime rich
ipportunity has existed for the comming-
ling of *the sick and the we!l, of doubtless
bealthy earriers of the inciWog agent and

others, until 8o high a degree of dissemina- |

tion has been secured as to expose the en-
tire snsceplible element of the population,

“Like deduetions ean be drawn from the
geographic  movements of inflaenza e

P s
To THe Svx axp New Yorx Herarn:
Y attention has been called to an
artiele published in TuE Svx asn
New York Herartp on page 22, head of the
third &lomn, of vour wssve of February 3,

entitled “System Urged
The article in qnestion states

in Ruyving for
for Army."
that in order “that the army may profit
from its expericace in the world war and to
bring shout a centralization of responsi-
ility in the matter of supply, a large com-
mittee of ex-officers who sérved in the
American Expeditionary Forces -and the
United States 18 heing formed in New York
to urge on Cangress proper legislation for
& unified sapply svstem that will admit of
somnd business organization.”  Ivelnded in
the article a list of the offieers of this new
organization is given and the following is
quoted from » slatement iwswued hy thar
Executive Committea:

“In our judgment all army supplies
should be purchased, paid for, storwd
and transported throngh one staff de-
partment, in which responsibility for
the supply of the Army should be cen-
tred.”

‘This organization is composed almost ex
elusively, if not entirely, of former Quar
termastern who served in the Quartermaster
Corps of thie conntry and oversens, and the
purpose of the organization as shown v
their statement is to cousolidate in the
Quartermaster Corpa nll activities that have
to do with the procurement of supply, the
comtraeting therefor and the pryment ani
aceounting cannecetad therewith.

At the beginning of the world war the
Quartermaster Corps had the procurement
of the greater portion of the supplies for
the Army, the transportation and storage
of same, and the paying and secounting
therefor. Under the stress of war cond
tions it was found necessary, in order

properly carry on the work of sapply for
the Army, to orgunise the Transportaion
Berviee as an independent aetivity and
place the construction activities also under
an independent head, it being very eviden
as & result of actnal operations in time of
war that oo many duties hud been placed
upon one War Department organization,

Prior to the declaration of war there
were five supply bureans m the War De-
partment, each making its own purchwses,
making s own contracis, paying ils own
hills nnd doing ils own aecounting, and
there were as many systems of doing basi.
ness as there were buresus, As a result of
this disjointed method of doing business,
bureans of the War Department were found
hidding against each other in the market
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rs. Flexner and Copeland Urge
World Fight to End Influenza

Eminent Head of the Rockefeller lnstit.ute

for Medical Research

‘Suggests Scientiic Hunt for Source and New York City
Health Commissioner Emphasizes Need for Immediate
Action, Regardless of Cost, Seeking to Arouse -

Both Society and the Government

In eastern Russia and Turkestan,
influenss spreads he speed of o eara-
van, in Europe anu ..meriea with the gpead
of sn express train, and in the world at
large with the rapidity of an oeean liner.
“lhere are good reasons for believing
that influenza itself is not a serious dis-
ease but that its sinister eharacter is given
to it by the remmrkable frequency with
which it is followed, under partieular eir-
comgtances, by a concomitant ‘or mee-
ondary penumonia  infeetion, to whieh
the severe effeets and high mortality are
traceable and which i# the produet of in

demies,

DR. R.S COPELAND

the War Department

vasion of the respiratory organs with hae-
teria commonly present on the upper res-
piratory mucous wembranes.

“The severe sffects and high fatalities

arise, not f'rom bueterig brought or impose1’

from withont, but from their representn
tives whivh are commonly resident in the
nembranes of the pose and throat in health,
"Protection in disenses of this elass 1=
pol o be secured by applying sanitary
mensures on 4 wide seale 1o an extraneons
and innnimate’ souree of the infectious
micro-orgunisms, g8 to coninminated water
supplies, which spread iy phoid, or to in-
ferior animal species, such gs the mosquito
or the rat, which aet as intermediarion to
vonveying the germs of seliow lever, but by
methods of ]K'Hﬂl'lll h};lt'h:n :ap[lilﬂl on
the individaal seale of safegunrding one
person [rom another, the most diffienlt of
all hygienie regulations to enforce.
“Epidemie diseases, in the commonly se-
have fixed homes. In these
they survive without usually attracting
spevinl attention.  But from time to time
;|nll fﬂf rvisong not l'!!'llf Illﬂ!\'f‘ ‘]Urllliln'
foei of the epidewics take on unwonted ge-
tivity evidenced by the more frequent ap-
D P ee of the |luﬂll'lt'1‘r disense among
he pative population, and sooner or later
an exiension of the disease bevond the vn-

cepted aese,

emie condines.

Source of Influenza Known.:

“There are execllent reasons for helirving
he endemie home of influenza to be Fast-
ern Europe, and in partieninr the horder
region  belween Turkestan,
From this Eastern home at intervals, usu-
ally of two or three deewdes, a migritory
cpidemie influenea begine moving euslwir!
and westward, with the greater ve
the latler direetion—our-,

“Aecordingly, it seems worth wiile o
consider an effort to control amounting
pven to eventual erselicption of the dis
vasrs 1 the remon of e endemie sur
vival, an effort not oceostonal ol nlen
sively s;msmodiv but eopiinuons over relu-

Russin  and

lowesiv an

Finance Service.

Forced by

Need, Saves

Money and Expedites Business, Writes
Brig.-Gen. H. M. Lord

for a class of supphies that were restricted
in quuntity. Under the Overman act this
wits remedied and there was wasigned to the
iJuartermaster Corpa, under the title of
“Purchase and Starage Division,” the duty
of purebasing all clusses of suppliea that
wire comimon in use o {wo or more burvaus
of the War Departmens, leaving to the
other hureaus the purchase of saeh techni-
eal or specinl anpplies as were peculiar to
their own operation.

Under One Dmectm; Head.

Under the Overman aet the finances of
‘he War [epartment were econsolidated
aniler ona dlmtlng head, styléd the “Di-
ector of Finance,” and for ‘the frst time

:n the history of the War Department it
wis possible to have a financial contrel,
e Finance Serviee of the War Depart-
went as organized pays all bills, whethor for
~upplies or services, and doea the aceount-
g theretor, Systems of proecdure have
been simphtied amd multiplieity of forms
have been standurdized. a trained personnel
has been put into lhe field and bills are
wing paid more promptly and more ac-
ruretely than ever betore in the history of
the Government, and the Government ha-
been given proteetion by an independent
widit of accounts submitted for seitlement
by an impersonal serviee which s not under
vontrol of the sapply buresus which have

. valed the obligation.

A supply representative who has entered
mio & contract and has obligated the Giov-
aranwnt 15 no jonger able to command a dis.
hursing officer, who heretofore has bheen
onrt of the personnel of his office, to pay
the bl irrespective of whether or not it 1~
a proper churge against the Government,
and the protection afforded the (lovern-
ment by thin independence of the dishurs-
ing ageney is not eonfined alone to any in-
tentional attempt to defraud the Govern-
ment, but i of great value as a saving fae-
tor in the eane of honest hlunders made by
contracting officern.  Binee July 1, 1010,
the Finance Servies, hecanse of its entire
independenee from supply bnreans, has
heen able to save to the (jovernment from
one field of aetivity alone sufficiant money
to pay for the entire operation of the
Finaner Service—its commissioned, anlisted
and eiviian personnel—for a number of
vears. This i not a general stutement, hut
1 a matter of abrolnte record, supporied
by figures showing netual eollections made,

The Militury Affairs Commities of the

Senate and the Military Affars Committes
of the House of Representatives, after vx-
tended hearings, lave decided in favor of
an independent finanee servies for the
nrmy, indepandent of uny and all sapply
bureans. This deeinion bas been reached
hecanse it has been conelusively shown Lo
the members of the lwo eommiltess 1ha!
suol an independense of finanee is abso
hately necessary for an economieal and of*:-
cient administration of the War Depart-
ment finances.

When the various finanee netivivies of
the War Department bureaus were laken
over by the finanee serviee there were six
disbursing offiees in New York eity, re
auiring wix rentals, independent overbead
in the way of offises and eivilinns, and it
was necessary for ereditors of the Govern
ment lo find the partlenlar office which
earried the appropriations from whieh the
contractor’s bill could be puid. All these
independent offices, with their leases and
their expensive personnel, have been ehm.
inat- d, and contrueturs having bills against
the War Department submit them to one
disbursing officer in one offiee, who hus
funds with whigh to pay all legitimate
hills against the War Department. AL the
time of the eonsolidution of the New York
of fices there ware taken over hy the finance
service more than twenty thonsand mnpuid
bi'ls, all of them long past due. These oni-
sinding bills were Inmediately settled, and
that has been ebharueteristie of the operu.
tion of the finanee serviee with relation to
tie War Department’s indebteduess the
ennliry over.

Pays Bills More Rapidly.

There have been enarges of delay in puy-
ment, some of whieh might lq'tumteh be

‘ gharged to the finance service, but the

great mass of bills have been paid more
promptly and more securately than at any
other time in the history of the Goveru-
ment. Finanee officers representing the
finanee serviee have as their partienlar
and definite duty the settling of accounts,
which heretofore was a side issue in the
office of the varieus supply buresus. The
finanee servies is not only net responsible
itself for delays, exespt in very infrequent
cases, but is responsible and entitled to the
eredit for expediting pavments in spite of
delays on the part of the supply hureaus.
If & voucher is subuftted to the financ
oflise far sstilamen: and i o nol semapisle

thnt the
sced heds, as 11 wers, of the disease shall
be destroyed.”

That, it will be remembered with pride
Ly every Ameriean, was exactly what was
done with regard to yellow fever, a prob
lem very different, of course, but one of
whicl the successful solution ceriainly gives
hope that mueh might be done if this sug
gestion of Dr. Flexner should be earried
olt.

“The very magnitude of the problems of
poliomyelitis (infantile paralysis) and in-
iTuenza,” Dr, Flexner continued, “invites o
an imaginative outlook, which, while per
haps non-renlizable to-day., may not be
hopelessly out of reach to-morrow.

“In proposing to strive for this bigh
achievement, nol merely of parrying the
blows struck by destruetive epidemies buf of
rendering them impossible to sirike in the
future, we may paude for a moment to re-
{lect on the different wayvs in whieh peo-
ple react to great ealamities, such us thos~
brought by war and by disease,

“As the result of a eruel and devastating
war, revolutions in governments supposed
the most stable may occur, but no such re-
sult follows after still more devastating epi-
demies:

“The last emdemie of influenza claymed
possibly more vietuns than the great war,
and the losses 1o the world in emofion
apent, treasnre consuped and progress im-
peded are inealeulable: yet through a for
tuitons circumstance of pevehology, from
the one calamity the world may emerge
chastened, perhaps even bettered, while
from the other, becansge of u depth of ig-
poranee amouniing often even to fatalin.,
mankind mav largely miss the deep mean

Ii‘l'i_\ long pervioeds, an the howe

g of the lesson”

Dr. Copeland’'s ldeas.

The head of the Health Board of New
Vork teels that both governments and so
cietv have been eriminally negligent with
regard o “fle.”  He relerred 1o the in-
{inenza p:uulmnw ol 1918 se baving been

s Bills

a ropresentative of the director v [inance
immediately geis in tounel with the partes
at fault and omits no eftort pussible to
lave the wousher properly eompleted and
immediataly paid. The greater elficiency
of the finanes service over prior conditions
where the supply bureaus controlled pay-
ment was so marked that the Merchants
Association of New York, in whose sx
thousand {irm members are numbered
muny hundreds o War ‘Department con-
tractors, has given unqualifisd indorsement
of an independent finance serviee in the
\War Depariment.

Valuable Aid From Experts.

In the organization of the finance ser-
viee the direelor of linanee has had the
valued assivtance of an advisory couneil
wade up of the following persons:

into H. Kalig of Kubn, Loeb & Co.,
New York eiy; Charles G. Dubois, eomp-
troller of the Ameriean Red Crom, and
rutaptroller of the Ameriean Telegraph and
Telephone Company; Charles D, Norton
furmerly Assistant Sceretary of the Treas
ury and now president Firat Securities
Company, New York eity; €. B. Seger,
formerly president of »the Union Paeifie
und now president of the United States
Rubber Company: Gerard Swope of the
Westers Electric Company, and Col. S. H
Walfe of the firm of 8. H, & Lee J. Wolle,
New York eity,

Thisx commiitee, whieh hag been in toueh
with and is intimately familiar with the
instivution, development und growth of the
finanee service, has written to the chuir-
wwen of the Military Affairs Commitiee of
the Congress urging the retention of the
fnuanee service.

®he lnspector Genernl of the Army,
whpse duty it has been to inspeet mone)
peeonnts of all disbursing officers of the
Wur Department, indorzes an indenanident
tinanee service ss being economical wnd
nevegsary for the eilicient admipistration
ol the War Departmont finunees,

The plan to consolidate under the Quar-
termaster Genernl (he finances ol the
Army, which is propesed by the organizi-
tion referred to im your article of Febiuan
3, does not meet with faver on the part of
Army personnel who are in any way
famibar with Army conditions and the con-
ditions that have been presented during the
wur relative to supplies and finanee. Gen,
l'un.hing. i his bﬁlﬂlﬂ befors the Joint
Military Affairs Commitiees, staled tha
he would be opposed to having the Finanee
Serviee attached to the Quartermaster bu-
renn, stating that the Quartermaster Corps
wnn inclined to be tep-heavy anyway.

{ien. Charles (. Dawes, president ol the

Contisnad on Minia Fage.

. - L

the meost serions invasion of the publie
health i history.

“It ix probable,” said Dy, Copeland.
“that the getw responsible for influenza is
« very low form of vogetable life. To my
pind it is lamwentable that appropriating
hilien did not soticipate the present situa-
tion, and, by providing woney, have the
tboratories und the seientists rendy and at
work pushing out the boundaries of human
knowledge «o0 that some form of preven-
tion or eure might have heen loind be-
fure this eertuinty eventunted.

“It 1% not too late todyy to go lorward
n this nndertaking. |

“1 am glud to see that the national Con-
grewd s considering the appropristion of
“500,000 for the study of influenza, but I
un see no resson why, instead, $6,000,000
=honld not be appropriated,

“If the laboratories of the Department
uf Health of the city of New York were
given 85600000 for the study of this dis-
+use, in my opinion it would be money well
expended. The Rockefeller Institute, the
Armour Institute of Chicago, as well ag the
great research laboratories in Paris and in
London, should be ut similar work,

“A diseape like typhoid fever has heen
so thoroughly studied, the habits of the
gerin are so well understood, that any com-
munity or locality is prepared to deal al
onee with an invasion of the public health
Ey this particular plague. About influenza,
on the contrury, remain wany mysteries,

“We don't know whether it is due to &«
gerin or 1o a virns or whal its canse mny
be. The result is that when an influenza
epidemic comes every physician in the
zorld helplessly throws up his hands, ad-
wilting instantly that be knows nothing of
and therefore can know nothing
of prevention,

“Notwithstanding the lunited funds at
e commuand of the Commussioner of
Health the laboratories of New York eny
of the Health Department have been di-
roeted to put aside everything clse in order
thai two diseases—influenza and measles—
niy be studied. That, we believe, is the
method of true constructiviam. I the
wurld followed it for one short year we
never again wonld suffer {rom an epidemic
of influenza.

Must Find the Cause,

“Whenever sience has [onnd the canse
of a disease very little time has preceded
ihe discovery of some neans of prevention
or of eure.  Every energy of every scientist
of every laboratory in every country in the
world onght to be turned now to the study
of this partienlar disease. in order that this
may oeear.

“Simply beeause influenza after coming
in 1889 and 1890 disappearsd from the an-
nals of our listory for quile a time society
and the medical profession forgot how ter-
rible it waz while it was here. This present
epidemie will die out, and unless society 18
aronsed to the importance of protecting the
next and suceoeding generution little prog-
ress will be made.

“This 15 the time, winle the germ is not
temporarily buried, but while the effeets of
s aetivity  wbove the surface wide-
spread, for seentifye men to busy them-
selves 1n stndying the problem.

“Uur people were high in theif resistance
of the influenza as they would be high
in Jheir, reslstance of any other disease.
Bat in spite of all our efforts at public
education in healih matters, in spite of all
the money whieh we spent in efforts to eon
trol the disense, in spite of evervthing that
we could do, 35,000 men, women and ehil-
dren died in this city as the result of this
disense and its complientions.

“More people died from influenza during
the epidemie which preceded that now wn-
der way than were killed in the Great War,

“And many more are dying and will die.

“Is it not time, therefore, for every na-
tion, #s for a concert of all nations, to tak:
hold npon this thing in an energetic wa)
vlich will insure solution of the problem
and insure giving to soclety

“(1) Knowledge of what causes the dis-
eise

“(2) Seme elfective preventiop for the
disease, and,

“(3) Some means of eure when once the
human body has been attacked by lhlﬁ pir.
tieular form of ailment "

Yaindy  the doctors are agreed on s
question that ghe source of the tlu must be
wnght and found. Plamly Dr, Flexuer's
*hought 1 that humanity may do away with
inf{loenza if it wishes 1o

Dows it wih tof?

Wha will provide the money tor the groat
struke at the souree of the world scourge?
Will it be s government or & group of gov
ernments?  Or will it be an individoal or
group of individunls, Or will it be no one
at all—leaving the world exposed 10 newly
terrible influenza tragedies !

I ennse
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